
NYSAR Trade Mission to Italy – October 18-28, 2018 

ROME/TAORMINA OVERVIEW 

Fly from JFK to Rome non-stop on Thursday, October 18, spend five nights in Rome with tours and a side 

trip to Tivoli, then fly to Catania, Sicily on Wednesday, October 24, for four nights in Taormina with side 

trips to Zafferana, Siracusa and Noto.  Return from Catania, through Rome to JFK on Sunday, October 28. 

 

Daily Itinerary* 

Thursday, October 18 – Depart JFK non-stop on Alitalia/Delta to Rome at 9:40 pm. 

Friday, October 19 – Arrive in Rome at 12:05 pm and get the lay of the land with a panoramic bus tour 

of Rome, have lunch and then transfer to Mecenate Palace Hotel in downtown Rome.  Welcome 

cocktails and dinner in the hotel’s rooftop restaurant. 

Saturday, October 20 – Take an excursion to Tivoli to visit Hadrian’s Villa and Villa d’Este, two UNESCO 

World Heritage sites.  Following our tours, we’ll have a delicious group lunch on our return to Rome. 

Sunday, October 21 – Take an “off the beaten path” walking tour of Rome’s archeological sites in the 

early morning, from an ancient stadium and early aqueduct to the opulence of Baroque fountains, and 

much more.  In the afternoon, enjoy some free time to wander on your own. You’ll receive some dining 

recommendations for dinner on your own.   

Monday, October 22 – Meet with our Italian Federation of Real Estate Professionals (FIAIP) colleagues 

for an educational/networking day followed by a FIAIP-hosted dinner.  We’ll learn about how real estate 

business is conducted in Italy, discuss strategies to build a referral network for future business and find 

out about investment opportunities around the country.   

Tuesday, October 23 – Meet with our FIAIP associates to explore the local real estate market in Rome.  

Then FIAIP will host a light lunch.  The rest of the day is free to continue touring the City including your 

choice of a visit to the Sistine Chapel or the Colosseum, before a glass of Prosecco on the roof deck and 

an “Illumination Tour of Rome.”  The evening culminates with an exceptional group dinner at Casa 

Bleve.  Located in an ancient palace, you’ll experience authentic Italian cuisine.  Then, pack up for an 

early morning departure.   

Wednesday, October 24 – Fly from Rome at 10:40 am to Catania on the island of Sicily.  Upon landing, 

we’ll take a side trip to Mt. Etna and Zafferana where we’ll see where honey, olive oils and wines are 

produced.  We’ll enjoy a local lunch and visit a winery then take the Sea & Snow Road along the Ionic 

Coast to Taormina, the “gem” of Sicily.  After check-in at the Grand Hotel Miramare, we’ll end the day 

with a walk through this quaint town to a group dinner at a local restaurant.  You’ll experience how 

different the cuisine is from Rome to Sicily. 

Thursday, October 25 – Discover one of the most beautiful cities in Sicily, Siracusa, with remnants of 

Greek, Roman, Saracen and Spanish civilizations.  Then, after lunch on your own, we’ll move on to Noto, 

another UNESCO World Heritage Site known for its ornate Baroque influences, with roots to pre-historic 

times. 

http://www.mecenatepalace.com/en/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian's_Villa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Villa_d'Este
http://www.casableve.com/en/home_en/
http://www.casableve.com/en/home_en/
http://www.miramaretaormina.com/eng/index.html


Friday, October 26 – Travel to Catania to meet with local FIAIP members to learn about the real estate 

markets, opportunities and highlights of various regions of Sicily.  We may even have the chance to view 

a few properties for sale or rent.  Then, we’ll network with our new friends over cocktails and a NYSAR-

hosted dinner at the San Domenico Plaza Hotel overlooking Taormina Bay.      

Saturday, October 27 – Enjoy your final full day in Taormina as you wish.  Then, join your colleagues for 

a farewell dinner at the hotel, before packing to return home. 

Sunday, October 28 – Catch an early private transfer to the Catania Airport for your flight to Rome and 

on to JFK.   

*Schedule is subject to change. 

 

Trade Mission Package Includes: 

• Roundtrip non-stop airfare from JFK to Rome on 10/18; one-way ticket from Rome to Catania on 

10/24; return from Catania to Rome to JFK on 10/28. 

• Nine nights hotel accommodations with daily breakfast including: 5 nights at 4-star Mecenate 

Palace Hotel in Rome; four nights at the 4-star Grand Hotel Miramare in Taormina. 

• Six meals including: two lunches; four dinners; two cocktail parties; plus, additional hosted 

meals. 

• Panoramic Tour of Rome. 

• Archeological Wonderlands of Rome walking tour. 

• Your choice of a skip-the-line ticket to the Sistine Chapel or the Colosseum. 

• Full-day excursion to Tivoli including Hadrian’s Villa and Villa d’Este. 

• Illumination Tour of Rome. 

• Half-day visit to a winery at Mt. Etna. 

• Full-day excursion to Siracusa and Nota. 

• Private transfers: from Rome Airport to hotel on 10/19; hotel to Rome Airport on 10/24; Catania 

Airport to Taormina via Mt. Etna on 10/24; Taormina hotel to Catania Airport on 10/28. 

Price per person based on double occupancy:  $3,490. 

Price per person based on single occupancy: $4,465. 

Price per person based on triple occupancy: $3,330. 

https://www.san-domenico-palace.com/en/
https://www.san-domenico-palace.com/en/

